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 Principal Announcements 

 Lego Club meets after school on Thursdays and runs from 3:25-4:30.  

 Thank you to our community for their tremendous support of our Pancake Breakfast. 

 I would like to thank everyone for their cooperation and patience with our new dis-

missal plan. It has gone extremely well because of your support. Thank you for your 

help in making our school an even safer and better place to learn. 

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year.  

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 Jan. 9th    1:46 Early Dismissal 

 Jan. 17th and 18th  Half Day (11:50 dismissal) 

 Jan 23rd    1:46 Early Dismissal 

 



 

 

Mrs. Delong and the 

choir get ready to kick off 

the concert. 

Hundreds of spectators pack in to 

watch the 2018 Barkell Elementary 

Christmas Concert. 

No nervousness for 

the fourth graders as 

they get ready to take 

the stage. 

Students get their 

costumes on behind 

the stage. 

Barkell first graders perform in 

front of a packed house. 

Barkell fifth grad-

ers greet guests 

as they arrive. 

Second graders and 

third graders get 

ready to perform. 

Students perform on the 

xylophones. 

Third graders swing 

at the piñata. 

First graders enjoy their 

first time performing on 

the big stage. 



 

 

The annual Barkell Elementary Pancake Breakfast took place on December 1st. As usual, the turnout 

was amazing. Thank you to our community for the tremendous support that you continually show 

our school. Thank you to the PTO for organizing this, as well as to our choir for their great perfor-

mance. We would also like to thank all of the sponsors including the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity for do-

ing all of the cooking. It takes a lot of people and hard work to make an event like this happen. 

Natalie and Caitlyn work the 

Cake Walk as youngsters 

hope to win some goodies. 

The Barkell Choir performs in front of a packed house. 

Special thanks to Phi Kappa Tau for 

their volunteer work in the kitchen. Patrons enjoy some music 

with their pancakes. 

Thank you 

to every-

one who 

contribut-

ed to our 

Cake Walk. 



 

 

The Annual TV6 Canathon was once again a major suc-

cess here at Barkell Elementary School thanks to the ex-

treme generosity of our school community. As a school 

we were able to collect 1,015 food items! Congratulations 

to Mrs. Blessing’s class for bringing in the most food 

items of all lower elementary classrooms and to Mrs. 

Olson’s class for bringing in the most items in the upper 

elementary. Thanks to Marissa Isaacson for organizing the 

can drive and for helping to make this such a success. 
The turkey represents 

the school and it re-

ceived a feather for 

every hundred food 

items we collected. 

Each classroom had a turkey and 

it received a feather for every 

ten food items donated. 

Fifth grade 

students pose 

for a photo 

while they 

wait for the 

TV6 trailer. 

Students take a break 

to pose for a photo. 

Students help the TV6 

volunteers load up the 

U-Haul. 

Mrs. Olson’s 

class 

brought in 

approxi-

mately 175 

food items! 



 

 

Barkell Elementary had a special visitor in 

December. Santa showed up to deliver 

candy canes and to eat breakfast with our 

families. We would like to thank Ryan 

Towles for putting us in contact with Santa 

during his busiest time of year. 

Santa passes out candy 

canes to Barkell students. 

Mrs. Rouleau anxiously 

awaits Santa’s arrival. 

Many Barkell families came to 

meet Santa. 

Santa visits Mrs. 

Scholie’s art class be-

fore heading back to 

the North Pole. 

Ninah and Nitalya 

pose for a photo 

with Santa. 



 

 

Second grade "traveled" the world to learn 

about how holidays are celebrated in different 

countries. For each country, the children found 

it on a world map, drew a picture of the flag, 

learned about the culture, read a story, and 

made a souvenir. The students visited Germany, 

Israel, Mexico, India, Russia, and China. We had 

fun learning about world traditions!  

Students play the 

Dreidel game while 

learning about Israel. 

Students create poinsetti-

as while learning about 

Mexican traditions.   Isha and Maggie display 

their Chinese New Year’s 

envelopes. 

Mrs. Nordmark’s class poses for a 

photo after learning about Mexico. 

Students show their gin-

ger bread men made 

while studying holiday tra-

ditions of Germany. 



 

 

Two Michigan Tech engineering students, 

Greta and Courtney, came to visit Mrs. 

DeHerder's third graders. They presented 

what an engineer does and how the engi-

neering process works. They were then 

given paper clips, tape, and paper to 

make a structure that could hold a text-

book. They worked through the design 

process to figure out what type of strate-

gies worked the best.  

Barkell Elementary third 

graders made their annual 

trip to Portage Pointe to sing. 

Students enjoyed interacting 

with the residents. It was a 

great time for all! 



 

 

Barkell Elementary fourth graders recently 

had the privilege of learning about animals 

through a hands–on presentation with Mr. 

Wheeler from the Michigan DNR. It was a 

great learning experience for all! 

Students 

inspect a 

variety of 

fur sam-

ples. 

Gage, Shawn, Kyler, and Ted 

examine some moose antlers. 
Mason checks out a wolf skin. 

Azura, Anna, and Kalia learn about animal skins.  

Mr. Wheeler teaches students 

about animal adaptations. 



 

 

Mr. Pertile’s fifth graders and Mrs. Kellett’s first graders are Read-

ing Buddies. They meet periodically to read with each other. The 

first graders thoroughly enjoy their older mentors and the fifth 

graders enjoy being good role models for the younger students. 

We would like to thank everyone for their help with our fundraiser.  We appre-

ciate all of the support we get from everyone. We would like to specifically 

thank the following people for their donations to classrooms: I apologize in 

advance if we missed anyone 

-Amanda Klein   -Gladys Dupuis   -Ronda Charlson 

-Kim Joyal   -George Escola   -Christine Waldron 

-Debbie Larkin   -Gina McClanahan   -Melissa Juntunen 

-Rena Vencato   -Shawn Kerry    -Laurette Piet 

-Louise Angel   -Karen Sintkowski   -Robert Nutini 

-Denise O’hara  -Jason Harju    -Angela Leschper 

-Samantha Boatman 

 



 

 

  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for all they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many generous donations and purchases 

 Kathryn Jordan for her generous donation of gifts for the Bulldog Christmas Shop 

 Ron and Roni Lessard for their generous donation of money and hats and gloves 

 Lori’s Angels for their generous donation  

 Bree Kilpela for her generous donation of gifts for the Bulldog Christmas Shop 

 Calumet Hats for Hope Initiative– Michigan for their generous donation of winter gear 

 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of educational DVDs or VHS tapes for our indoor recesses. 

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need  of Legos for our Lego club 


