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 Principal Announcements 

 I would like to remind everyone that Kindergarten Registration is from 8:30-6:00 on 

Thursday, April 12th.  

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year. The PTO meets at 3:45 on the third Wednesday of the month. 

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 April 11th     Half day for students– dismissal at 11:50 

 April 12th     Kindergarten Registration  8:30-6:00 

 May 4th        Half day for students– dismissal at 11:50 
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Mrs. 

Liimatta’s 

and Mrs. 

Cavis’ class 

read in the 

bay window. 

Barkell Young 5s students enjoy 

their Reading Tent on Whiteout 

Day. 

Mrs. Andress and students pose 

for photo on “White Out” day 

Inspired by our dog sled assem-

bly, students create their own 

dog sled on the playground. 

Students in Mrs. DeHerder’s 

class enjoy a story from their 

Mystery reader. Barkell Elementary students per-

form a skit for the March is Read-

ing Month Kickoff Assembly. 
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The presenters demonstrate 

the Doppler Effect while play-

ing catch with a special ball. 

Barkell Elementary students getting 

ready for a great show 

Students demonstrate the positioning 

of molecules in the three different 

states of matter– solid, liquid, and gas. 

A presenter uses a blow torch 

to release all of the energy at 

once from a test tube of sugar.  

Austin helps with an air pres-

sure demonstration. 

In one of the coolest demon-

strations of the day, the crew 

uses a strobe light on a spin-

ning wheel to dazzle the 

crowd. 
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Each fourth grade class inves-

tigated, "Which Insulator is 

Best" with Mr. Doughty of 

Michigan Tech's Math and Sci-

ence Center.  The students set

-up the investigation during 

science class and ran the in-

vestigation out on the school 

grounds.  Be sure to come to 

the Science Fair on April 5and 

discover our results for your-

self!  

Students in Mrs. Olson’s class conducted an experi-

ment to determine the best medium for plan growth. 

The students grew grass in a variety of soil mixtures 

including clay, sand, and gravel.  

Caitlyn watches as her classmate 

monitors their experiment. 

Barkell fourth graders check their 

thermometers to help determine 

the best insulating material. 

Students brave the cold weather 

to monitor their experiments. 
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Second graders in Mrs. Nord-

mark’s second grade class fol-

lowed the engineering design 

process to design bridges to 

help the Gnomes get from 

Gnomeland to Gnome Village. 

Students enjoyed the fun 

hands on learning experience! 

Levi works on his giant bridge. 

Eleri and Maribelle display 

the results of their hard work. Andres is focused on his work. 

Samantha and Adalyn show 

us their bridge. 

Liam, Jordan, and Lance are 

hard at work. 
Zoey and Mindy design their bridges. 

Emma focuses on her project. 

Caden and Les work togeth-

er on their bridge. 
Keaton and his partner are 

hard at work. 

Alex and Olivia build their bridge. 
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The kindergarten and young 5's 

learned about gravity and forces 

with a presenter from the Western 

U.P. Center for Science, Mathe-

matics, and Environmental Educa-

tion. Students got to investigate 

the push and pull forces on the 

snow-covered ground through 

many different activities. It was a 

fun way to learn about friction and 

gravity.  

Bulldog Young Fives stu-

dents learn about gravity 

and friction while sledding. 

Young Fives 

students pose 

for a photo 

after a fun day 

of science les-

sons. 

Students pull each other 

back up the hill for an-

other round of fun. 
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Mrs. Pihlaja’s class is working on their sled dog book about “The Night I Followed a Sled Dog.” Stu-

dents first listened to the Magic Tree House book called, “Merlin’s Mission” a story about Balto’s race 

against time to save the lives of those with diphtheria. The students then created their own mission 

they wanted to race with their team of sled dogs. 

Ava works hard on 

her sled dog story. 

Jodi, Alina, and Landon 

create their sled dog 

missions. 

Barkell fourth graders learned about 

wolves through activities in "The Wolf 

Box", which was on-loan from the 

ISD.  The students learned about the 

wolves' keen sense of smell, about 

their teeth and feeding habits, hunting 

abilities, and about their place in the 

food web and in our environment.   
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Students in Mrs. Nordmark’s class learned about 

geography the fun way. Students created various 

landforms such as valleys, mountains, plateaus, 

etc. using clay. 

Our theme for March is Reading Month 

was the Iditarod this year. As part of our 

celebration,  students were treated to an 

assembly put on by the Trudell Sled Dog 

Team. Students enjoyed learning first 

hand about sled dogs. 
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5th grade students, 

as part of the colonial 

life unit in social stud-

ies, learn about immi-

gration from historian 

Barry James from the 

Iron Industry Muse-

um in Negaunee. The 

students experienced 

what it was like to 

“pass” through Ellis 

Island with many pri-

mary resources and 

role playing. 

Lars and Sawyer help Mr. 

James with his presentation. 
Aili receives a job working at Ellis Island. 

Addison instructs the incoming 

immigrants on the necessary 

procedures they must follow on 

their path to citizenship. 

Sofia is granted citizenship. Lan-

don and Ross await their turn. 

Lynn and Peyton display the 

letters they received while waiting 

to get into the United States.  



 

Rdmark’s 

  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for all they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many generous donations and purchases 

 Pat and Kevin Carlson for their kind donation of Legos to our Lego Club 

 The Trudells for their outstanding dog sled assembly 

 Deanna Levanen for help organizing Christmas Shop items. 

 David Linja for purchasing Legos for our Lego Club 

 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of educational DVDs or VHS tapes for our indoor recesses. 

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need  of Legos for our Lego club 

Barkell Elementary thanks the Trudells 

for teaching us about dog sledding. 


