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 I would like to thank everyone for a great school year. The support we receive from 

our parents and our community is outstanding! 

 I would like to thank everyone who attended the Spring Concert. As usual it was an 

excellent turnout. Thank you to Mrs. Delong for putting on a great show!  

 We will be registering incoming kindergartners throughout the summer.   

 I am here to help and will be in throughout the summer. Please don’t hesitate to con-

tact me with any questions, comments, or concerns. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 June 20th             Summer GE begins 

 September 6th    First day of school 

 October 14th       Half day for students 

 



 First graders thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Nara Nature Center. Students 

had cards with animal life cycle stages. They had to decide which category 

the card belonged such as mammal or amphibian. Then they had to put 

themselves in order of the individual animal lifecycle. They also explored for 

animals to examine in magnifying bug boxes.  They also explored sound in 

nature and learned sound is created by vibrations. They used a hose to inves-

tigate that sound can bend around corners and soup can telephones to try to 

hear their partner’s voice as it vibrated through the string. 



Meet the young Author’s and Illustrator’s of “My Favorite Time in Kinder-

garten!” Mrs. Pihlaja’s class spent a few weeks learning about what it takes to 

create and publish a real book. Each student participated in creating their own 

writing page along with illustrating what their most favorite thing they have en-

joyed during their time in Kindergarten. This writing project gave students the 

opportunity to see first-hand what it takes to be great writers.   

-Mrs. Pihlaja 



Kindergarten scientists make shampoo play 

dough by mixing shampoo and corn starch. 

Kindergartners observe observed how 

beans and seeds soften in water and 

made predictions how long it would take 

before they were soft enough to eat.  

Fourth graders investi-

gate sand samples from 

around the world. The 

students compared and 

contrasted the samples 

and created hypotheses 

about why they differ.  

The Y 5s look for living and 

non living things. Kindergartners learn about Lake Superior. 



Quincy Mine Presents “From Man to Machine” The 

Quincy Mine director, Glenda Bierman, and Tom Wright 

presented “From Man to Machine”, the evolution of min-

ing in the Copper Country. In preparation for the “Fourth 

Graders in the Park” program at Keweenaw National His-

toric Park on Tuesday, May 24, Tom and Glenda presented 

their program to the students in 4C. The students actually 

worked at a simulated mining site, comparing and con-

trasting the effects of manual vs. machine-driven labor. 

The students witnessed the operation of a model of the 

Quincy hoist during the program. The students got dirty, 

but learned a lot about the evolution of mining in our ar-

ea. The students are looking forward to their field trip to 

the Mine on June 3.  



Students in fifth are con-

structing rockets as part of 

their physics unit. They are 

learning about Newton's 

Laws. Seventy students 

launched their rockets as 

parents assisted with the 

activity. It was an amazing 

experience for all.  

-Mr. Pertile 

Students watch from a safe distance 

as Mr. Pertile tests a rocket. 

3, 2, 1 Blast Off! 



 

 

 



The First Grade classes hosted a Mother’s 

Day Tea for their mothers and grandmoth-

ers. They read poems, sang a song, and 

gave small tokens of their appreciation for 

all their mothers do for them. 



Barkell’s 1st B2WD (Bike to Work/School Day) was a 

success!!! There were 64 students who rode their 

bikes/scooters, and three students who walked to 

school on Friday. The committee wasn’t sure how 

many students would participate. It was very ex-

citing to see our first three bikers ride up the drive-

way.  

A big thanks to the Western U.P. Health Dept. and 

Deb Mann for supplying water, snacks, fruit, bike 

rule books, and reflective stickers. Thanks go to Ar-

nie Kinnunen for coming to inform our students 

about bike safety. Thank you to parents for prepar-

ing and, in some cases, riding/walking with your 

children to come to school. Thank you to Mrs. 

DeLong for helping students at the start of the 

Barkell entrance to cross safely, to Mrs. Knuuttila for 

manning the aid table where students could get 

snacks, reflective stickers, and a bike safety booklet, 

and Mrs. Blessing and Mrs. Dupuis for planning. 



On May 4th, the fourth grade made a field trip to the Shiras 

Planetarium in Marquette. The fourth graders learned about 

constellations, with a special look at Polaris, the North Star. 

They learned about minerals and about potential mining on 

the moon. They also learned about lunar research and the 

Google X project. Some of our fourth graders hope to live on 

the moon someday! A special thank you goes to Risto’s Hard-

ware, Fine Line Tire, and to Barkell’s PTO for funding our bus-

es. Also, a big thank you to Ms. Pomeroy at the planetarium 

for a wonderful lesson!  

-4th Grade Teachers 

Congratulations to the 4th 

grade spelling champions! 

The fourth grade spelling 

champion is Zach Geborkoff. 

The first runner up is Char-

lie Brogan and second run-

ner up is Luke Mikkola. Con-

gratulations to all who com-

peted for a job well done!  

-Mrs. Koskela 



Barkell Students Attend Western U.P. Math Championship On Saturday, May 14 twelve 

3 - 5 grade students participated in the Western U.P. Math Championship held at Michi-

gan Tech. The students completed individual tests and then worked with peers on a 

team test. Finally, the teams competed in a fast paced and exciting “Guts” round. After 

championship rounds were held to allow for tie-breakers, winners were announced. 

Barkell teams took second and tenth places in the team events. Team members on the 

second place team were: Kailin Ponnikas, Ana Engler, David Hendrickson, and Ritvik 

Thakur from Houghton Elementary. Team members on the tenth place team were: Eli-

jah Packard, Xander Nordmark, Erik Wanhala, and Lydia Delene. In the individual com-

petition congratulations go to Elijah Packard for placing 14th, Jadon Packard for placing 

12th, and to David Hendrickson for placing 1st. Three cheers to all for a job well done!  

Congratulations to the Barkell Math Squad for their 2nd place 

finish in the Western U.P. Math Competition! 



On Wednesday, May 18, the Barkell Elementary Kindergarteners, Young Fives, First and 

Second Graders along with the Choir performed at the annual spring program.  We had 

great fun with this year’s musical, “It Sounds A Little Fishy to Me”.    Students sang songs 

about sharks, octopus, marlin, starfish and more.  Thanks to Mrs. Scholie and her art stu-

dents for creating the backdrop and to all the classroom teachers for helping to create the 

headbands.  A special thank you to Mrs. Waisanen for playing the piano and to Mrs. Bal-

tensperger for helping the day of the program.  We truly appreciate you sharing your time 

and talent. Congratulations to all the students on a great performance!    -Mrs. Delong 

  



4th graders visit the Keweenaw Historical Park to learn about local history. 



  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for all they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many generous donations and purchases 

 Keweenaw National Historic Park for helping fund a number of our field trips  

 Mrs. Baltensperger for her help with the Spring Concert 

 Jean McParlan, Kristen Neva, and Amanda Malik for help in the classroom (KA) 

 Annette Levanen for her snack donation! 

 

1. All visitors must report to the office. Please do 

not go to the classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the attendance line 

when your child is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the lost and found. 

We have quite a few unclaimed belongings. 

 

 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of bird seed for our science club/ bird identification program.  

*We need yarn and hooks for our Crochet Club.  

*We are need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 


