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 Principal Announcements 
 I would like to thank parents and students for participating in our fundraiser. We were 

able to raise money that we will use for student activities and to help those in need.  

 Please remember that Parent-Teacher conferences are on     November 13th. More 

information will be coming home from your child’s teacher. We hope to see everyone 

in attendance. 

 The 5th grade Safety Patrol program has started. Thank you to Mrs. Smith, the fifth 

grade teachers, and all of the fifth grade students for their hard work. 

 Please remember to always report to the office for a visitor sticker.  

 I am here to help. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions, comments, 

or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

*11/12 and 11/13  Both of these days are half days for students. 

 *11/3 Picture Retakes         *11/12  PT Conferences 

 *12/5 Barkell Elementary Pancake Breakfast    



Mrs. Cavis’ students made fireman hats. 

Vana said her favorite part of Fire Safety 

Week was “meeting the fireman.” 

The kindergarten through third graders learn about fire safety. 



5th graders attend Jaws of Life demonstration 

Since October 7th, Barkell Safety Patrollers have been serving 

our school. A position of honor, these 5th graders have agreed 

to show leadership, set good examples, and earn the respect 

of fellow students. Many of their posts are visible within the 

building and on the playground, but some students volunteer 

“behind the scenes” in classrooms.  Our kindergartners even 

have Safety Patrollers helping with buttons, zippers and shoe 

tying in preparation for cold outside recesses. Our 

9th consecutive year of Patrol, we have our largest member-

ship ever: 54 students! 

Thank you, parents, for raising such responsible individuals 

and instilling the desire to volunteer. 

-Mrs. Smith 

 



Visits Barkell Elementary 

Barkell students enjoy the NED Show on 10/14/15. They learned 

about the importance of helping others, always doing their best, and 

never giving up. 

Natalie was excited about being called up on stage. 

 

Here is what our 2nd grade students learned from the NED 

Show: 



A student in Mrs. Eddy’s room uses the 

Promethean Board to demonstrate a math 

problem. 

The first grade classes took a field trip to the school nature 

trail to learn about weather and bird migration. Presenters 

from MTU taught the students about clouds, wind, how to 

read a thermometer, and bird types. The students played a 

fun game to represent bird migration.  



The students in Mr. Pertile's science class de-

signed a leaf project correctly identifying trees 

using a collection of coniferous and deciduous 

leaves. They used reference materials and class 

field trips to assist in this process. They learned 

how to classify and organize living things by their 

characteristics. They also learned how to create a 

table of contents and incorporate poetry into 

their project through research in the library and 

on the computer. Great job students!    

-Mr. Pertile 

Students in Kindergarten and Young Fives had the 

opportunity to explore the outdoors utilizing 

their five senses while out walking in the woods 

along either the Maasto-Hihto Trails or School 

Trail with Ms. Erickson. Ms. Erickson works for a 

program through Michigan Tech where she coor-

dinates outdoor learning activities for children. 

The students learned how to use their sense of 

sight to find objects of the same color or shape 

they were given. Students also used their sense 

of touch to find objects with different textures, 

for instance they had to find something in the 

woods that had a smooth, rough, fuzzy, or pointy 

surface. Then the students used their sense of 

smell to find something that smelled like fall to 

them. This field trip was a lot of fun for our stu-

dents and it was great to see them making dis-

coveries as they learned new things about na-

ture.  

-Mrs. Pihlaja 



The fifth graders are learning about air pressure. 

The 2nd graders are learning about the Scientific 

Method. 

The fourth graders are investigating what mixture grass 

grows best in.  

The kindergartners study the forest. The first graders are studying weather using an ane-

mometer. 



Barkell Elementary Choir 

The Barkell Barking Bulldog Choir is off to a fantastic start this fall. We have fifty 

talented young people who recently had their first performance, singing the 

“Pledge of Allegiance” for the entire school. We are currently rehearsing for two 

upcoming performances. The first will take place at the Hancock PTO annual 

Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, December 5 at 10:00 AM and our Christmas 

Concert will be held on Wednesday, December 16 at 1:30 PM. Both of these 

events will take place in the Barkell school gym. It is going to be a great year for 

the choir. We are currently working on the pop song “Best Day of My Life” and a 

beautiful and complicated arrangement of “Away in a Manger”. We are looking 

forward to sharing these pieces and many more in the next couple of months. 

-Mrs. Delong 



 We first went out in the morning an picked apples on the 

school grounds.  Then we washed the apples.  All of our stu-

dents also brought in apples for us to use. Children were able 

to put apples into the grinding part and watch them turn into 

pulp, then into cider. We had several of the kindergarten 

classes also join in with dropping apples into the grinder and 

watching them turn to pulp and then cider.  After cider was 

made, all of the classes got to taste the cider.  Yum     

-Mrs. Walls  

        

 Great Explorations has undergone several changes this year. Run-

ning four days a week (Monday – Thursday until 6pm), we now offer free 

programming across the board while serving a full meal to every child 

attending. 

 Homework help and tutoring is an absolute need among children 

who are performing poorly on their grades. However, if you look beyond the 

grades, you’ll find poor performance is caused by outside factors such as, 

not being able to sit still in class long enough to concentrate. These types of 

issues are unable to be the focus of teachers, and that is where our GE pro-

gram will differ from those surrounding us. We will teach children how to 

learn so they can learn in school. 

 I have designed our GE program to be a mentor program; this 

means we are teaching children how to be mentors to their peers beginning 

at kindergarten and carrying on through high school. Children learn best 

from each other. By allowing a third grader to help a first grader learn new 

spelling words, or even helping teach them to read, we are showing these 

kids the power of being a positive influence. We have also invited the high 

school National Honor Society students to come help tutor in our program. 

 Starting in November, we will be having up to three NHS students 

per day teaching our young ones about their studies. The expected out-

comes from running our program like this are going to set the example for 

others to follow. Teachers can’t do it all, if we can teach our children how to 

help one another, we will have an entire community of people willing to 

step up and not let someone fall short.  

-Heather McGee, Great Explorations Coordinator  



               Barkell Elementary thanks: 

 Barkell Elementary PTO for all that they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many gener-

ous donations/ purchases  

 Gloria Dei Luther Church for their generous donation. 

 Mrs. Osborne for her help with a classroom library sewing project. 

 Everyone for helping with our fundraiser! 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 
*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to 

use during indoor recess.  

*If anyone has a digital camera (new or used) they would be willing 

to donate to the school it would be much appreciated. We currently do not have one.  

*We are in need of bird seed for our new science club/ bird identification program.  

*We need yarn and hooks for our Crochet Club. 

1. Please remember that students need warm jackets, 

hats and mittens for recess. Unless it is raining, stu-

dents go outside for recess.  

2. All visitors must report to the office. Please do not go 

to your child's classroom once the school day had be-

gun  

3. Please remember to call the attendance line when 

your child is absent. 

to Noah Osborne for winning the fund-

raiser robot. 



COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
by Mrs. Williamson 
 

The NED Show came to town and was a great hit across the entire school!  The NED Show 
proved to be an energetic for all ages! 
 
The NED Show taught us what the NED acronym stands for:  N = Never Give Up, E = Encourage 
Others, D = Do Your Best.  The best part of NED is that it fits perfectly into Barkell Elementary 
Behavior Matrix, B.A.R.K. :  B = Be Responsible, A = Always Do Your Best, R = Respect Self 
and Others, K = Keep Safe.  The NED Show gave a new exciting twist to something Barkell has 
been teaching for years.  The NED Show woke up our BARK! 
 
Following the show, I heard from teachers that it was the best assembly in a long time.  Students 
came to me saying they went on the website after the show.  Parents even talked about how 
their child came home and talked about the show and what it meant to the child!  We are so for-
tunate to have had the show come to our school for FREE!  We met our goal for selling YoYo’s 
after the assembly in order to pay another assembly forward to another school.  Thank you for 
your support! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Please help us keep NED alive in our schools.  You can access their website 
(www.thenedshow.com)  and click on the Parents tab or encourage your child to click on the KI-
DZONE tab.  There is a contest for students to design a new NED button.  You can find this infor-
mation in KIDZONE, but be efficient, deadline is December 1st!. 

 
Together, we should all participate in the NED BARK! 
 

http://www.thenedshow.com


We’d like to thank everyone that continues to send (just put them in your 

child's backpack to give to the teacher!) in Box Tops, Campbell’s Soup 

Labels, Coke Caps, and Econo Receipts. Thank you to everyone that 

signed up for Shoparoo it is growing very quickly! 

October had been our month for a Box Tops contest - the class that 

brings in the most gets extra “fun”  time!  

We will SOON be collecting IGA Labels. We are waiting on our 

account to be created! We will let you know as soon as it is done. 

AGAIN thank you everyone! Every little bit helps. 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK…  

Clip, Save, Send...we will take care of the rest 

- Box Tops - Campbell’s Soup Labels - Coke Points -  

- Econo Receipts - Shoparoo -  

 

Easy way to tell if it is a Our Family Labels 

 the first digits are always 0  70523 

 

Earning Totals from BOX TOPS… 

2013 - 2014 School Year $2513.90 

2014 - 2015 School Year $2117.60 


