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 Principal Announcements 

 The staff at Barkell Elementary would like to thank the PTO 

and our school’s families for making Teacher Appreciation 

Week very special. We really appreciate all of the 

thoughtfulness. 

 I wasn’t able to get out a June newsletter so I included a few things from the end of 

the year in this newsletter. 

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year.  

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 10/4  School fundraiser begins– Same fundraiser as last few years 

 10/9 & 10/23 1:46 dismissal 

 10/11  No School– Teacher PD Day 

 



 

 

Barkell Elementary graduated  sixty-four Young Fives and Kindergarten students this past June. Stu-

dents performed songs, poems, and received their diplomas in front of a packed gymnasium. As 

with all of our big events, the turnout was amazing. We appreciate all of the support we get from 

our families and community.  

Students and families enjoy pictures 

and refreshments after the ceremony. 

Proud young students receive their diploma. 

An excited crowd anxiously awaits the start of the 

ceremony. 

Students per-

form a sound 

for the sold out 

audience. 

Students pose for photos after 

receiving their diplomas. 

The teachers pose for a 

picture after a busy day. 



 

 

Barkell Elementary students enjoyed another 

fun and exciting Track and Field Day this past 

school year. Students in grades Y5-3rd com-

peted in the morning and the upper elemen-

tary students and 6th graders competed in 

the afternoon. Students enjoyed events such 

as Tug of War, relay races, and wheelbarrow 

races to name a few. Thank you to the high 

school students who volunteered to help.  

Young Fivers line up for the big race. 

Young Barkell students enjoy 

the ball toss event. 

Students enter their gunny sacks 

as they get ready to hop to the 

finish line. 

And they’re off….. 

Second graders sprint 

to the finish line. 

Barkell students 

compete in the 

Wheelbarrow 

Race. 

Students relax and take a 

break from the action. 

Students compete in the 

Tug O War 



 

 

Students at Barkell Elementary School enjoyed a 

nice fall day outside on September 27th. Students 

spent an hour during the afternoon to help clean 

up our property, plant grass, and also to plant 

flowers. Thank you to our students and to volun-

teers Mrs. Brookhouse, Mrs. Jabusch, Mr. Olson, 

and  Mrs. Vichich for volunteering to help as well.  

Students take a quick break 

to pose for a pic 

Kiri digs a hole for a flower. Kirk mixes up the soil. 

 

Mrs. Nordmark’s and 

Mrs. Blessing’s classes 

worked on the pollina-

tion garden. 

Azura, Anna, and Gena 

work on the front en-

trance. 

Max and Jariya get 

a little covered in 

dirt. 



 

 

The first week of school stu-

dents in 3C participated in a 

STEM project. Students had to 

work in teams to build a table 

out of paper that was strong 

enough to hold their social 

studies books. They did a 

wonderful job and it was a 

great lesson on teamwork.  

Mrs. Nordmark’s class made 

and tested seeds for trees that 

could travel away from the 

shadow of the tree in order to 

survive and grow. First, the 

seeds were tested without 

wind and then they were test-

ed with wind from a fan.  

Fourth graders started off the year by learning about the Scientific Method and by learning to proper-

ly use scientific instruments. The students practiced with a microscope, hand lens, balance scale, grad-

uated cylinder, and metric ruler. They recently studied microorganisms and compared and contrasted 

plant and animal cells. There’s a whole new world visible under a microscope!  



 

 

 

In our Young 5's classroom, Mrs. Koskela's students, along with Mrs. Liimatta's 4th grade class, team 

up as Reading Buddies each early dismissal Wednesday.  Although the Reading Buddy focus is for 4th 

graders to read to our developing readers, students first get to know each other through activities 

such as coloring and Playdoh.  4th graders act as mentors to the younger students, encouraging them 

in a friendly, educational environment.  Both classes look forward to Buddy time twice a month.  

Young 5s build nursery rhyme puz-

zles after listening to nursery rhymes  

Young 5s students and fourth graders get to know each other through fun activities. 

Young 5s students enjoy working 

with their older mentors. 



 

 

Mrs. Pihlaja’s Kindergarten students are busy peeling ap-

ples, reading books, and making an apple out of tissue 

paper with their 3rd grade Reading Buddy from Mrs. 

Cavis’ class. Mrs. Blessing’s class made apple sauce with 

their 2nd grade Reading Buddies. Mrs. Nordmark 

brought in apples from her mother's orchard. Each stu-

dent was able to use the apple peeler, corer, slicer to 

process our apples. We put the apples in the crock pot 

and cooked the apples all day. During our reading bud-

dies time we watched our MiBlsi video about school 

rules and enjoyed our apple sauce. Briggs said the apple 

sauce was yummy.  

Kindergartners enjoy making apple sauce with their mentors. 

Peter and Jasper 

work together to re-

move the peelings. 

Students look for the 

best apples for their 

sauce. 

Students enjoy using the apple peeler with their mentors. 



 

 

Barkell second graders ended last school year 

with their annual walking field trip through 

Hancock. Students spent the day visiting places 

and learning about our community. Students 

visited McAfee Field, Laurn Grove, and Porvoo 

Park. Students also toured downtown Hancock 

to look at the historical buildings. Afterwards 

they stopped and met the Hancock City Manag-

er and Chief of Police. Students learned what 

our City Council does and how the police keep 

our community safe. It was a fun and informa-

tive trip for all!    

Students enjoy a beautiful 

day in downtown Hancock.  

Students learn about the 

history of McAfee Field. 

Barkell second graders take a mo-

ment to pose for a picture in front of 

the Portage Lift Bridge. 

Students learn about city govern-

ment and our local police force. 

Barkell students get a lesson on 

how the city council works. 



 

 

Barkell fourth graders enjoy studying maps. 

Maribelle and Samantha 

work together. 

In social studies, 4th grade students have been discussing maps and globes.  We examined vari-

ous maps and many globes to discover the similarities and difference of each.  Students then 

wrote a short paper explaining their observations.  

4O and reading “BRIM” buddies in 1D worked together to weed the front gardens and to beautify by 

planting crimson and gold mums. The students have been watering and weeding the beds. At the end 

of October the classes will plant daffodils and tulips in Bulldog colors. We’re looking forward to seeing 

our school colors next spring!  



 

 

Students in 4k work together to 

design their own world to live in.  Barkell 4th graders learn 

about archaeology. 

Mrs. Koskela’s students learn 

about 1890 photojournalist Jacob 

Riis and child labor in NYC  

Barkell 4th 

graders  work in 

an assembly 

line making 

shirts in 1890. 

Barkell Elementary fourth graders visited Copper Traces last June. Students were treated to a 

wide variety of hands on educational experiences. Students learned about archaeology, assem-

bly lines, and labor laws to name a few. It was an exciting day for our students! 

Students practice the boot toss 

for midsummer celebration. 



 

 

On Tuesday, June 4, the fourth grade vis-

ited the Quincy Mine. During this great 

geo-history tour the students learned 

how copper was formed in the 

Keweenaw. They learned about the min-

ing operation, and how copper was used 

during the Industrial Age. The classes vis-

ited the world’s largest steam hoist. They 

also went underground to the 7th level of 

the Mine. There the students examined 

the top of a lava flow and touched the 

Hancock fault. They learned about min-

ing conditions and heard the drill run. 

Above ground the classes visited the 

Martin family home and the shaft house, 

where the man car, water baler, and kib-

ble bucket are stored. Many thanks to 

Glenda Bierman, director of the Mine, 

and to her staff for a terrific tour. Many 

thanks to Mr. Kevin Olson who served as 

a group leader and to the many parents 

who helped as chaperones. We appreci-

ate your support! Be sure to visit the 

Mine this summer and learn more about 

our local history.  



 

 

Barkell Elementary 5th graders recently visited Fort Wilkins. 

Students enjoyed learning about the role that the fort played 

in the early mining days.  Students also enjoyed touring the 

facility and learning about what it was like to live in the early 

days of our country. 

Barkell fifth graders take a moment 

to pose for a photo at Ft. Wilkins. 

In front of Lake Fannie Hoe 

Carter, Trent, and Tevin 

pose for a photo 

Barry James teaches fifth graders 

about life in the old fort. 

Students check out the 

old flag with much less 

than 50 stars. 

Students check out centuries old 

living quarters. 



 

 

  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for  all they do for  our  school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for  their  many generous donations and purchases 

 Barkell PTO and Barkell families for  everything they did for  Teacher  Appreciation Week. 

 Shannon and Paul Smith for  donating bean bag chairs to the library. 

 Carla Bastian for  her  donation of books 

 Vicky Vichich for  her  donation of a board game 

 Isha Hatti and parents for  their  donation of bells for  our  music class 

 Calumet Hats for Hope for  their  donation of winter  hats. 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need  of Legos for our Lego club 

 

                           

 

Thank you to Santino and Mason  for doing a great 

job of raising and lowering the flag every day last 

spring 


