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Firearm Storage Requirements 
and Penal�es

What are the firearm storage       
requirements under Michigan’s 
safe storage law?1  
If you store or leave a firearm una�ended on premises under 
your control, and you know or reasonably should know that 
a minor is, or is likely to be, present on the premises, you are 
required to do one or more of the following:

• Store the firearm in a locked box or container.

• Keep the firearm unloaded and lock the firearm with          
a locking device that is properly engaged to render the 
firearm inoperable by any individual other than the 
owner or an authorized user.

If you enter onto the premises of another individual and you 
store or leave a firearm una�ended on those premises, and 
you know or reasonably should know that a minor is, or is 
likely to be, present on the premises, you are required to do 
one or more of the following:

Store the firearm in a locked box or container.

Keep the firearm unloaded and lock the firearm with  
a locking device that is properly engaged to render 
the firearm inoperable by any individual other than 
the owner or an authorized user.

Before entering the premises, do both of the                            
following:

• Store the firearm in a locked box or container in 
your motor vehicle, or keep the firearm unloaded 
and lock the firearm with a locking device that is 
properly engaged to render the firearm inopera-
ble by any individual other than the owner or an 
authorized user, and

• Lock your motor vehicle.

1 MCL 28.429, found at legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-28-429-added
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Defini�ons

 "Locked box or container" 

Means a secure container, specifically 
designed for the storage of firearms, that 
is fully enclosed and locked by a padlock, 
key lock, combina�on lock, or similar 
locking device to which a minor does not 
possess the key or combina�on, or 
otherwise have access.

 "Minor" 

 "Locking device" 

 "Serious impairment of a body 
func�on”

Means that term as defined in sec�on 
58c of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 
PA 300, MCL 257.58c. 

Means a trigger lock, cable lock, or 
similar lock that prevents a firearm 
from discharging.

Means an individual less than 18 
years of age.

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(kvq4lvnrxd1puwomehtmt5b2))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-28-429-added


Penal�es will not be imposed under Michigan’s safe storage law in the 
following circumstances: 

If the minor: 

Obtains a firearm with the permission of the minor’s parent or guardian,

Uses or possesses the firearm while under the supervision of the minor’s parent, 
guardian, or any individual who is 18 years of age or older and who is authorized by 
the minor’s parent or guardian, and

Uses or possesses the firearm during (a) the minor’s employment, (b) ranching or 
farming, or (c) target prac�ce or instruc�on in the safe use of a firearm.

If the minor obtains a firearm with the permission of the minor’s parent or guardian, and 
uses the firearm for the purposes of hun�ng and the minor is in compliance with all appli-
cable hun�ng laws.

If the minor obtains a firearm through the minor’s unlawful entry of any premises or a 
motor vehicle where the firearm has been stored.

If the minor obtains a firearm while lawfully ac�ng in self-defense or defense of another.

What are the penal�es under Michigan’s safe storage law? 
A criminal penalty under this law may be imposed in addition to any penalty that may be imposed for any 
other criminal offense arising from the same conduct.

You are guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more 
than $500, or both, if you fail to store or leave a firearm in the required manner and both of the following 
occur:

• A minor obtains the firearm, and

• The minor (a) possesses or exhibits the firearm in a public place or (b) possesses or exhibits the firearm in 
the presence of another person in a careless, reckless, or threatening manner.

You are guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than five years or a fine of not more than 
$5,000 or both, if you fail to store or leave a firearm in the required manner and, as a result, a minor obtains 
the firearm, discharges it and inflicts injury upon the minor or any other individual.

You are guilty of a felony punishable by not more than 10 years or a fine of not more than $7,500, or both,    
if you fail to store or leave a firearm in the required manner and, as a result, a minor obtains the firearm, 
discharges it and inflicts serious impairment of a body func�on upon the minor or any other individual.

You are guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 15 years or a fine of not more than 
$10,000, or both, if you fail to store or leave a firearm in the required manner and, as a result, a minor 
obtains the firearm, discharges it and inflicts death upon the minor or any other individual.

1
2

3



FIREARM SAFETY
Firearm safety is an important part of personal and public 
health. Most gun owners are responsible and deeply commi�ed 
to gun safety. Like other poten�ally harmful household risks, 
there are steps that can help protect you and your family. 

FIREARM STORAGE
Proper storage of firearms is an essen�al part of health and 
safety, and Michigan law requires guns to be stored safely, 
which means unloaded and securely locked with ammuni�on 
locked in a separate container. 

If you or another person who has access to your firearms  
begins to think about harming themselves or others, there     
are steps you can take to keep yourself and others safe. 

Lock your firearms, and give the key to a family     
member or friend. 

Disassemble firearms and give cri�cal parts (like the 
firing pin or slide) to a family member or friend. 

Consider storing firearms off-site. Op�ons for remote 
storage include:

• In a secure self-storage unit that permits firearms.
• In a bonded warehouse for gun storage. 
• Some police departments.
• Some gun shops and shoo�ng ranges.
• Store the key in a remote loca�on.

SAFETY CHECKLIST
I have spoken to my children about what to do if they    
find an unsecured gun.

I discuss gun storage and safety rules with my children.

I have passed a firearm safety course with a cer�fied 
instructor.

I store my guns unloaded and in a locked loca�on      
like a gun cabinet, safe, or vault.

I store ammuni�on or loaded magazines in a locked 
loca�on separate from my guns.

I have taken reasonable steps to make sure children 
and other unauthorized users can’t find the keys or                
combina�on to my safe.

RESOURCES
• U of M Family Guide to Firearm Home Safety
• MDHHS Firearm Safety Informa�on
• MDHHS Suicide Preven�on                                                               

(Michigan.gov/SuicidePreven�on)
• If you or someone you know is thinking 

about suicide, call or text the Na�onal 
Suicide Preven�on Lifeline at 988.

Legal ownership of firearms comes with important safety responsibilities to prevent 
accidental firearm injuries and deaths, thefts, and suicide, including among children. 

Firearm Safety and Harm Preven�on
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FIREARM FACTS
Firearm injury is the leading cause 
of death in the United States for 
children and young adults.

Over half of all firearm owners            
(including those with children        
at home) do not prac�ce               
secure storage. 

Having access to a firearm can 
triple someone’s risk of dying            
by suicide. 

Guns kept in homes are more likely 
to be involved in a fatal or nonfatal 
accidental shoo�ng, criminal 
assault, or suicide a�empt than        
to be used to injure or kill in 
self-defense. 

Increasing the �me and distance 
between someone and a firearm 
can reduce suicide risk and                
save lives.  

The risk of uninten�onal and              
self- inflicted firearm injury is 
lower when all household firearms 
are stored and locked.

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-safety
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirearminjury.umich.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F06%2Fparent-guide-home-firearm-safety-update-6.10.22.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMillerA72%40michigan.gov%7Cdd4adc60dfcc443c74f908dc28d9ea0c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638430163593785781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DWc04q0Rk7WrQhLkUf%2Fm%2FSt9sj3rYGWjUS7tKnBF4SE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/injuryprevention/programs/suicide-prevention-a
https://projectchildsafe.org/resource/talking-with-kids-about-gun-safety/
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